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Ocean Plastic and Payment Cards

Growing Demand

The Benefits of Second Wave™

A New Wave of Payment Cards 

of all plastic packaging is used just once1.

95% 
in single use plastic is discarded each year1

$80-$120 billion 

metric tons of plastic 
enters the oceans.2.

Each year up to

12.7 million  

plastic will outweigh all 
the fish in the ocean1.

If nothing changes by 

2050

In addition, plastic 
increases the likelihood 
of devastating coral 
disease by a factor of 204. 

of U.S. consumers indicate they would change their 
consumption habits to reduce their environmental impact6. 48% 

of millennials said that it is important that companies 
implement programs to improve the environment7.85% 

of respondents would switch to a different issuer if 
they were to offer a Recovered Ocean Plastic card with 
the same features and benefits on their current card9.

CPI’s Second Wave™ cards 
are designed to help:

• Reduce first use plastic

• Divert plastic waste from   
 entering the oceans

• Serve a growing segment of  
 environmentally-conscious  
 consumers

• Support your company's   
 sustainability commitments

53% 

of consumers are willing to pay more for a 
product designed to be reused or recycled8.50% 

of debit and credit card users are “concerned” about 
plastic waste in the oceans9.94% 

U.S. sales of sustainable consumer products grew by 29% 
between 2013 and 201810.

In a 2020 CPI Consumer 
Insights Study, 87% of 
respondents found a card 
made with recovered 
ocean plastic "appealing", 
up 4 percentage points 
from 2018. 

67% of respondents 
found it "very appealing", 
up 10 percentage points 
from 2018.9,11

Second WaveTM is the first to market payment 
card made with recovered ocean-bound plastic.

CPI estimates that for every one million Second Wave™ 

payment cards produced, over one ton of plastic will be diverted 

from entering the world’s oceans, waterways, and shorelines.

Here are some other ways you can help clean 
up our oceans and reduce plastic waste:12

Reduce your use of 
single-use plastics

Organize a beach 
or river cleanup

Avoid products 
containing microbeads

Recycle

Spread the word!
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Become a part of the movement 
to protect the planet™

Fishing gear contributes 10% 
of all plastic waste in our oceans3.

A 2019 study finds that, on average, people could be ingesting 

approximately 5 grams of plastic every week, 
which is the equivalent weight of a credit card5.

The appeal of payment cards made with recovered ocean plastic is 

high and it is growing. 

Over half of respondents would be 
open to paying a small fee for a 
recovered ocean plastic card.9
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Appealing Very Appealing2018 2020

CPI produced and delivered over 10 million Second Wave™ 

cards through the first quarter of 2020, diverting at least an 

estimated 10 tons of plastic from entering the ocean!
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